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I wish to take this opportunity to 
greet the community of Ndlambe 
municipality in these sad and 
challenging times to each and every 
household and individuals, every 
community member, every 
community activist, every health 
practitioner, every non-governmental 
organisation(NGO’s), Non-Profit 
Organisations (NPO’s, including 
churches and schools) and every 
compatriotic stakeholder in society 
such as businesses, SMME’s, the 
voluntary sector, the entire essential 
services sector and the government. 
It is with great sadness that I is-
sue this address, but I have greater 
hope that it shall all come to pass in 
time provided that we heed the call 
from our leaders who spend sleep-
less nights, sacrifices, efforts and at 
times their safety and well-being – all 
this to spare our lives. I wish to urge 
the young and the old that: as we 
are confronted with this Covid – 19 
pandemic.
WE DARE NOT LOSE HOPE IN THE 

A STATEMENT OF CLARITY FROM 
THE MAYOR

LEADERS THAT WE ENTRUSTED 
WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY TO 
LEAD, BUT TO ALLOW THEM 
SPACE TO LEAD. The above 
statement is my personal plea as the 
Mayor entrusted by the voters to lead 
in good times and in bad times. As 
this collective we dare not retire when 
times are hard. Ours is to serve, we 
are not your masters but your servants 
at all times. We will not dim our lights 
when we approach glory BUT LET 
THEM SHINE as WE ARE HOPEFUL 
FOR GLORY. Even in these time we 
have hope that  ‘beyond every dark 
cloud there’s a silver lining”
I wish to remind our people that 
democracy is a people driven process 
in which public accountability plays 
a crucial role in ensuring good 
governance meaning good gover-
nance is a product of a democratic 
process.  As people who understand 
democracy and it tenets and who
have been part of its evolution we 
understand our responsibilities and 
accountabilities. The introduction of 

a democratic dispensation in South 
Africa in April 1994 drew the idea of 
public accountability in which the elec-
torates can hold public officials and 
political office bearers for their actions 
and/or in actions. This is obviously 
more critical at local level where 
municipalities have a daunting task of 
providing services to communities.
Many of my officials have come under 
tough criticism in the previous months 
from the opposition party, the media 
and their followers using different 
mediums such as newspapers and 
Facebook. These are some of the 
undesirable processes in a democratic 
Council.
Understanding the rule of “Separation 
of Powers” in South Africa I did not 
suspend the Municipal Manager as 
requested, without tangible evidence 
which the EFF could not provide. As 
such I allowed the rule of law to take 
its course against whoever might have 
done wrong.
The RO plant matter was a subject of 
court proceedings, with the 

Councillor informing the people of 
such proceedings, but I did not issue 
any statement. With the understanding 
that the issue was subjudice.
I therefore wish to advise the people 
of Ndlambe that Ndlambe municipality 
was absolved of any wrongdoing in 
the issuing of such a tender by the 
courts of law and has been given a 
go ahead to proceed with its good 
intents of bringing water to the people 
it serves. Part of the judgement by 
Judge Beshe reads “I am of the view 
that the interest of the community 
that is served by the first respondent 
will be best served by the project being 
carried out as soon as possible”. And 
this is what the municipality will do.
In short this is to say we will be 
embarking on the water project, even 
though our plan has been derailed for 
a short while but we will deliver water 
to our communities. 
I trust that this puts the matter to rest 
and that as the people we serve you 
are at ease.
I thank you.


