
 

 

    

             

MEDIA RELEASE : 9 JUNE 2020 

NDLAMBE MUNICIPALITY COVID-19 JOINT OPERATIONS 

COMMITTEE 

Mayor Kululwa Ncamiso led discussions at the Covid-19 JOC meeting earlier today.   The lifting of 

restrictions for Level 3 lockdown has been welcomed and most businesses in Ndlambe have re-opened, 

including Ndlambe Municpality with a full compliment of staff back at work.   Sadly, community halls 

and tourism related businesses remain closed in accordance with current restrictions.    

A business recovery Think Tank, led by Tourism and the Municipality, will take place later this week.   

Industry leaders from all sectors have been invited to the meeting. 

Education:   In preparation for the re-opening of schools yesterday, the municipality assisted by 

fumigating all schools and undertook a water audit to ensure that they all have an adequate supply of 

running water.   The Dept of Education delivered PPE’s prior to the opening on Monday, resulting in 

18 out of 22 schools in Ndlambe opening as planned.   The four schools that were unable to open on 

Monday was as a result of the delayed delivery of PPE’s by the Dept of Education.   However, it has 

since been confirmed that all outstanding PPE’s have been delivered and thus all schools are now be 

on track for Grade 7 and matric pupils.    

Schools reported a smooth transition on Monday, with Port Alfred High School reporting a maximum 

time of twenty minutes from the arrival of pupils at school to their classes.   All pupils are screened, 

temperatures taken and social distancing observed.   There is a clear channel of communication open 

between the Departments of Education and Health and contact details are available to schools.    

Health Sector:   There is an excellent communication channel between the JOC and the health sector, 

represented by Clinics, General Practitioners, PA Hospital and Marjory Parish.   So far, over 30,000 

screenings have been done at Ndlambe Clinics.   Country-wide there are still delays in testing due to 

shortages of test kits.  The Marjory Parrish Hospital is assisting the Municipality by screening and 

testing all municipal employees.    

Clinics report sufficient PPE’s, and confirm that chronic medication dispensing has not been neglected 

in the face of Covid-19 pandemic.   The municipality has been assisting clinics with deep-sanitising and 

continues to work closely with this sector, assisting wherever possible, including the donation of a new 

water tank at the Station Hill clinic.    

Communities will be kept informed of any new or proposed isolation wards as directed by the Dept of 

Health.    

Safety and Security:  There is some concern regarding the practical monitoring of the number of 

people attending places of worship, as this is limited a maximum of 50.   The same applies to funeral 

services.   Funeral directors have been engaged and are co-operating by ensuring that a register is filled 

in prior to a burial service to assist with future tracking and tracing.    



 

 

Communication:   A Whats-App group has been established for members of the JOC to communicate 

between weekly meetings.   Media statements are prepared and distributed by Tourism on behalf of 

the JOC.    

Ubuntu:  The role played by the community in assisting vulnerable members of our society is heart 

warming, and the Mayor wishes to thank each and every person who has donated money, goods, or 

their time and expertise in this time of crisis.    As the effects of the pandemic are not over yet, there 

is an appeal to members of the public to continue to donate to this fund, managed by Sunshine Coast 

Tourism.   Any queries may be directed to Sandy Birch and Dr. Wouter Hensens.  The banking details 

for Sunshine Coast Tourism is: First National Bank (FNB). Port Alfred Branch and account number 

62310501350. Reference: Covid19. 
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